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forest In all, the Alaka‘i contains 105 endemic plant

rae Menard talks conservation the way most guys

talk sports or cars. The man who directs The

Nature Conservancy’s Kaua‘i programs uses phrases

like “high endemism” and “species diversity” like a

racecar driver uses high-octane fuel.

These days, Menard is all revved up. The Conservancy
signed a 10-year management agreement with landowner
Alexander & Baldwin (A&B) to protect a 7,050-acre
forest parcel that Menard calls a “gem of Hawaiian
biodiversity.” It also received a four-year, $100,000 gift
from the A&B Foundation for its Kaua'i programs.

The parcel includes spectacular Wainiha Valley on
the island’s remote windward coast, and portions of the
famed Alaka'i wilderness and Mt Wai‘ale‘ale summit,
arguably the wettest spot on Earth. “We’re talking about
the heart of the Kaua'i watershed,” Menard says. “For
the Conservancy to be able to manage this area is just
incredible. We can’t thank A&B enough.”

A combination of age, isolation, and topography has
made Kaua'i the most biologically diverse of the main
Hawaiian Islands — home to more than 400 endemic
species of flowering plants and animals, or species
found only in Hawai‘i. The Garden Isle has almost
half of Hawaii’s endemic flowering plants and natural
communities, and more than half of its native bird species.

“And because it’s the oldest and most isolated of the
main islands, many of those species are found only on
Kaua'i — what we call ‘single-island endemics,” Menard

adds. “When you talk about sites of global biological
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importance, you include places that have high species
diversity and high endemism. And Kaua‘i has both.”
A&B’s Wainiha parcel totals 10,000 acres. The

Conservancy’s management agreement covers the upper
7,050 acres, including 6,000 acres of Wainiha Valley and
almost 1,100 acres of the Alaka‘i Plateau and Wai‘ale'ale
summit above it

emarkable examples of native lowland forest,
R:‘arely found elsewhere in the islands, can still be

ound in Wainiha Valley, along with a globally
rare Hawaiian freshwater stream community and 127
endemic plant species, 50 of which are found only on
Kaua'i. The valley also contains numerous species of
native forest birds, while a wet cliff ecosystem that
separates the valley from the Alaka‘i Plateau provides
valuable nesting sites for endangered Hawaiian seabirds.

Kauai’s greatest biological treasure, however, is

the Alaka‘i, a mile-high plateau cradled between the
mountains. A wilderness of rare plants and birds, the
12,000-acre plateau sits on the flank of Mt Wai‘ale'ale
and at the head of Kauai’s five largest aquifers. Not only is
the area the island’s primary source of water, but its native
ecosystems include a globally rare montane (mountain)
bog and the islands’ most diverse high elevation rain

species, 87 of which are found only on Kaua'i.

The Conservancy’s interest in Wainiha dates to the
late 1990s when an ecoregional assessment identified
the area as a priority conservation site. In 2005, after the
Conservancy started its Kaua'i program, staff contacted
A&B senior vice president Meredith Ching who helped
pave the way for the 10-year management agreement

The Conservancy’s Wainiha management agree-
ment will take effect after termination or expiration of a
preexisting surrender agreement between A&B and the
State of Hawai'i and an associated designation.

According to Menard, Wainiha’s native ecosystems
are in good to very good condition, but are not without
threats. “Invasive weeds such as Australian tree fern and
clidemia are already moving up the valley, as are wild
pigs.” he says. “Australian (Continues on page 8)
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